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P-04-597    Protect the future of Funky Dragon, the Children and 

Young People’s Assembly for Wales  

Petition wording: 

We, the undersigned, call on the National Assembly for Wales to urge the 

Welsh Government to protect the future of Funky Dragon, the Children and 

Young People’s Assembly for Wales by restoring core funding. Wales must 

have an independent, youth led, publically funded, national platform for 

children and young people, democratically elected at a local level, to give 

voice to their views and opinions and to hold the Welsh Government to 

account. The national platform must be empowered to work with all elected 

members to further children and young people’s issues and to report directly 

to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child as Funky Dragon 

did so successfully in 2008.  

Funky Dragon still believes that: 

1. Young people, democratically elected at a local level, should have a 

National Platform to voice their views and opinions.  

2. That platform should be called The Youth Assembly for Wales. 

3. It should be able to work with all Elected Members including Assembly 

Members and Members of Parliament to further young peoples issues.  

4. It should be supported to allow Welsh young people to report directly to 

the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child.  

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, in commenting on the last UK 

State report stated: Concluding observation 33. That governments’ ˜Support 

forums for children’s participation, such as the United Kingdom Youth 

Parliament, Funky Dragon in Wales and Youth Parliament in Scotland should 

be implemented. 
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Petitioner :  Catherine Patricia Jones  

First considered by the Committee: 23 September 2014 

Number of Signatures:   1,212  electronic signatures and 429 paper 

signatures. Total 1,641 
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P-04-602 Personalisation of Graves 

Petition wording 

We the undersigned, call upon Welsh Government to review the central policy 

with a view to bringing in new legislation/regulations so that there is 

consistency across local authority areas in Wales on the personalisation of 

Graves, particularly the graves of babies and children 

Petitioner :  Elizabeth Haynes & Catherine Board 

First considered by the Committee:  

Number of Signatures:  120 electronic signatures and 1,486 paper 

signatures collected. Total: 1,606 
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P-04-602 Personalisation of Graves – Correspondence from the Petitioner to 

the Committee, 17.11.14 

SENT ON BEHALF OF TORFAEN GRAVES ACTION GROUP 

 

Dear Sir, 

Thank you for your email & the attached letter from the Minister. For clarity, 

we have listed below background information and have been more specific, 

as requested. 

For background, this issue came forward after Torfaen Council decided to 

enforce a policy that had been in existence for many years that had not been 

enforced previously. Grave personalisation had been allowed and some 

parents were given verbal agreements to site items. In May 2014 this 

changed. Based on verbal conversations with a very small number of grave 

visitors (no formal complaints received), the Officer decided to enforce the 

policy by posting notices on graveyard entrances, giving a short period of 

time for family to remove items. Many people are angry at this decision and 

believe that the Council have been heartless because many of these graves 

have been personalised without interference for over 22 yrs. Can you 

imagine how hurt so many people were? Torfaen Council then attended 

graves, stripped graves and sent items straight to landfill, in doing so, 

breaching their own 28 day storage policy. These issues are being addressed 

separately with TCBC and the Ombudsman, but we thought it would give 

some background to the reason for the petition.  

We have discovered that councils in Wales have their own individual policies 

and levels of intervention and enforcement. So what is acceptable in 1 

graveyard could be breaching rules just a couple of miles down the road. 

This isn’t fair and equitable and should be regularised throughout Wales.  

So for clarity, the aim of the petition is :- 

1. A “Cemetery Policy” be written and adopted by WG for all of Wales and that 

each Council in Wales adhere to the WG policy, to remove the inconsistencies 

and unfairness in the current multiple policies. 

2. That Welsh Government are mindful of the delicate nature of 

personalisation of Graves, particularly Baby Graves.  

3. To make the new policy up to date and current (solar lights, etc were not 

available when many of these council policies were written). 
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P-04-603 Helping Babies Born at 22 Weeks to Survive.  

Petition wording 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 

to: 

 change the guidelines so that babies born after 22 weeks and who 

show signs of life are given appropriate medical care; and 

 In changing these guidelines ensure that they include a guarantee that 

a Paediatrician will review and weigh every baby born after 22 weeks 

who shows signs of life immediately after their birth so that parents 

and clinicians can make informed decisions based on the individual 

baby’s chance of survival. 

Petitioner :  Emma Jones  

First considered by the Committee:  

Number of Signatures:  2,543 electronic signatures and 216  paper 

signatures collected. Total: 2,759 
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P-04-603 Helping Babies Born Under 22 Weeks to Survive – Correspondence from 

the Petitioner to the Committee, 18.11.14 

Hello, 

I sent you an email which is my response. I would like its seen as important and 

taken into the committee meeting. I also write a response to the health ministers 

letter which iv underlined. Please take this as important also as i need resuscitation 

to be clearly understood, as the health minister havent looked into my petition 

properly as he has an opinion on something im not even asking for it the petition. 

Thanks Emma jones 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Emma Jones's statement for her petition being considered on Tuesday 25th 

November. 

I will start by noting all the evidence and proof i have gained since starting my 

petition. 

- babies born early should be given a chance to live, i am fighting for change 

so that babies born with any signs of life are given appropriate care and 

medical assistance if needed. I am not asking for resuscitation to be carried 

out, i am asking for assistance to a breathing living baby.  

- Resuscitation is not what i am asking, a baby born with signs of life are alive 

not dead meaning resuscitation is not needing to be carried out.  

- A baby is entitled to rights, there right to live. Any baby born and breathing 

must have help, not be left to die because he/she has been born early.  

- There is enough medical help and treatment available to babies born so 

premature, every baby has the right to be given the chance. 

- I know babies been premature can die, but i also know babies can survive. I 

have proof and success stories from parents who have been able to take their 

baby home after being born so early. 

- It is LAW that each human has rights, when born and living in this world that 

individual has rights. A baby should never be left to die down to a guideline.  

- Babies born before 24 weeks have been seen to do very well in the last 5 

years, research and numbers have shown babies can survive and life normal 

lives  when born so early.  
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- Some babies before 23 weeks have survived with no disabilities at all, other 

have survived but with minor/ severe difficulties. Unless the baby is given the 

chance no one will know that babies fate.  

Personal experience 

After suffering the loss of my first child at 22 weeks gestation, i learnt to cope and 

deal with my loss. My first son was still born and passed away during labour. Not 

once and would i ever had asked for resuscitation after my son had died. He was at 

rest and i would never had know what harm it would have done bringing him back.  

But, back in December 2012 i gave birth to my second son at the heath hospital 

wales. Not only was my son born breathing and alive,  no one helped! he was said 

to be incompatible with life. As he was born just before 23 weeks. My son was alive 

and no assistance was offered even after begging and hoping for help. He was left 

to die because he was early, he live for 93 minutes with no help, breathed all on his 

own. 

- Can anyone say if my son was helped he would not have survived for sure? 

NO 

- Can any medical professional tell me that my sons death was uncontrollable? 

NO  

- Could my son have lived? YES  

- Will we ever know if he would be here today? NO  

Many babies have died down to these guidelines being 24 weeks, at 22 weeks 

gestation a baby can near enough weigh the same or even more than a baby at 24 

weeks.  At 22 weeks a baby is strong enough to breath on its own for an amount of 

time, at 22 weeks babies have survived when been given the chance to live. 

I am in contact with many parents who elsewhere have been lucky.  There babies 

were chosen to be given the chance, their babies were lucky to have the medical 

staff that couldn't turn away this helpless little baby.  

Lately, a number of stories have been coming out to the public on premature 

babies. Many families who have suffered a loss down to the guidelines have been 

speaking out, stories on a baby being helped before 23 weeks has been printed and 

shared. The numbers of babies surviving at such a low age have been rising and 

Wales are behind in the success of this.  
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Because they are not given the chance, i have documents and stories all available to 

share with you.  

Documentaries have also been aired on premature babies, such as "miracle babies" 

a program behind small babies and how they get on. The number of babies in this 

series alone has struck the news and social media. In this one series alone 5 babies 

in total have survived and gone home to family. This is one of the best examples i 

can give you.  This is proof smaller babies are surviving.  

I am fighting for guidelines to change from 24 weeks gestation to 22 weeks 

gestation. I am fighting to change this knowing babies can survive at this age, but 

must be given the chance.  

In response to the Health minister's letter 

I am not sure you have looked into my petition properly, as stated on it title i am 

asking for help and assistance to be given to a baby born at or after 22 weeks if 

born with any signs of life. If a baby is born breathing it should not be left to die, as 

you stated resuscitation should not be carried out in the best interests of the baby. I 

fully agree with you that a baby who is dead should not be resuscitated. What i am 

asking is nothing to do with resuscitation and its guideline. I am asking for a living 

human being to have appropriate care and as much fight as possible to be kept 

alive. 

This is as clear as i can be. 

Please consider what i am asking in respect of parents and the babies being born 

into this world before their time. 

We can be saving so many more, babies are dying for no reason.  

Please look at what the people want, the parents and families who have to deal with 

losses that would have been prevented.   

Thank you  

Emma I jones 
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P-04-604 Regarding the closure of Diabetes Patient Reference 

Groups and the cancellation of meetings of the Diabetic Planning 

and Delivery Group in Powys.  

Petition wording 

We the undersigned call upon the Minister for Health and Social Services to 

require Powys LHB to immediately re-establish the Diabetes Planning and 

Delivery Group and the local Diabetes Patient Reference Groups. 

The closure of diabetes Patient Reference Groups in April 2011 and the 

cancellation of the statutory Diabetes Planning and Delivery Group (DPDG) in 

June 2013 denies the patient input defined in the 'National Service 

Framework for Diabetes in Wales'(NSF) and the 'Guidance on Involving Adult 

NHS Service Users and Carers'. 

The closure of the DPDG is in direct contravention of instructions set out in 

correspondence from the Minister for Health and Social Services to Chairs of 

all Local Health Boards and from the Chief Executive NHS Wales to the Chief 

Executives of the Local Health Boards in June 2010.  The correspondence 

states:- 

."Each DPDG should take responsibility for leading, managing and reporting 

to the LHB Board and to the Chief Executive of NHS on progress with the 

delivery of the NSF." ......and............."The DPDG will need to ensure effective 

engagement with service users and is an integral part of the LHB structures 

underpinning the implementation of the CCM (Chronic Conditions 

Management) policy agenda." (There are patient representatives on all the 

Diabetes Planning and Delivery Groups) 

Addiional Information 

In June 2013 the Welsh Assembly Health and Social Care Committee reported 

on the outcome of their 'Inquiry into the implementation of the National 
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Service Framework in Wales and its future direction'. They concluded at 

Recommendation 5:-     

"We recommend that the forthcoming diabetes delivery plan should ensure 

that local Diabetes Planning and Delivery Groups' relationships with health 

boards are formalised. Health Boards should demonstrate how they take 

account of DPDG recommendations and fully engage with their work.  

Arrangements should be put in place to adopt a national approach for 

DPDG's, to include national terms of reference for their operation and a 

requirement to meet with each other to share best practice." 

In October 2013 -  'Together for Health - A Diabetes Delivery Plan'  was 

launched by the Welsh Government.  At Chapter 10. "LOCAL PLANS - LOCAL 

ACTION" it states:- 

........"LHB's need to achieve full compliance with the Diabetes NSF, and this 

Diabetes Delivery Delivery Plan.  LHBs will support their Diabetes Planning 

and Delivery Groups (DPDG) to review, update and publish detailed local 

diabetes delivery plans. The LHBs will support and enable the DPDGs to 

deliver the Diabetes plan, report progress, publish six monthly updates on 

their websites and contribute to the annual all Wales report to be published 

by the Welsh Government." 

Simply stated there is now no possibility of diabetes patients in Powys to 

input or obtain basic information about service planning or delivery.  We 

have been disenfranchised and denied the stated aim of the Welsh Assembly 

Government:- 

....."to ensure that people who use NHS services........are genuinely and 

constructively involved in all aspects of the service."." 

 Petitioner :  Robert V Wright  

First considered by the Committee:  

Number of Signatures:  40 electronic signatures  
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P-04-605 Save the Cwmcarn Forest Drive from Indefinite or 

Permanent Closure 

Petition wording 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 

to reverse the decision of Natural Resources Wales to close the Cwmcarn 

Forest Drive indefinitely on 2nd November 2014. 

Addiional Information 

NRW have stated that the Cwmcarn Forest Drive will be closed indefinitely in 

November and that this is necessary because of the infection of the Japanese 

larches in the forest. I am not convinced as there are inconsistencies with 

NRW approach. There are ample harvest roads which can be used to facilitate 

removal of the trees. What needs to be removed via the drive could done 

during its annual winter closure; however NRW say that removing the trees 

will not be completed until 2018 and after this the drive may not reopen due 

to funding issues. Other forest parks are only facing minimal disruption to 

their facilities as a result of tree removal. To single out users of the drive is 

unfair and unnecessary when other users will face only temporary disruption. 

We should save the drive for its users, many of whom are elderly, disabled 

and from our ethnic minority and immigrant communities. This deprives 

those people who are our most deprived of their main facility for health and 

well being. 

 Petitioner :  Robert Jeffrey Southall 

First considered by the Committee:  

Number of Signatures:   2,392  electronic signatures and 602 paper 

signatures. Total 2,994 

Pack Page 43

Agenda Item 3.4



Pack Page 44



Pack Page 45



P-04-319 Newtown Traffic Petition 

Petition wording 

 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 

to: 

1. Install a roundabout at the Kerry road junction and, if flow improves, 

reinstate a permanent roundabout. 

2. Issue an early start date for construction of a Newtown Bypass and for 

works to be fast-tracked through to completion. 

 

Petition raised by: Paul Pavia 

Petition first considered by Committee: June 2011 

 

Number of signatures: 10 (an additional petition collected approximately 

5,000 signatures) 
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P-04-393  Llanymynech and Pant Bypass Action Group 

Petition wording: 

 

We call upon the Welsh Government to reinstate plans for the bypass of the 

villages of Pant and Llanymynech which straddle the English/Welsh border. 

15,000 cars and lorries a day pass through these two villages, and it will only 

increase once the plans for the wind farms get the go-ahead. We call upon 

the government now to proceed with their plans, or at least open up talks on 

the bypass and have a full debate, listening to our needs and the voices from 

our community on how this road is affecting us and our quality of life. We 

hope, by doing this, that the English government will then take note and 

proceed with plans on their side. We would like a full and open debate on the 

need for a bypass for the villages of Pant and Llanymynech, which then, will 

develop into the actual construction of the bypass once funds are available. 

We are fed up of the noise, the pollution, the fact that we cannot walk our 

children to school, walk to the shops, or walk our dogs along the road. Road 

improvements such as widening, will not work here. The road was initially 

designed as a single track lane for horses and carts. The houses on both 

sides of the road often touch the edge of the road, and there are many lanes 

which feed onto the A483, which will again make it unsuitable for 

improvements. A bypass is the only option we feel, taking the road from 

Llynclys (which is absolutely deadly) around the villages of Pant and 

Llanymynech and joining the new bypass by the edge of Llandysilio. This is 

the main trunk road between Manchester and Swansea, and it is not fit for 

purpose. We have many MPs and AMs on our side and we are determined to 

get this done, and have a full debate in the Assembly on the subject. 

 

Petition raised by:  Duncan Borthwick 

Date petition first considered by Committee:  29 May 2012 

Number of signatures  84 
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Edwina Hart MBE CStJ AC / AM 
Gweinidog yr Economi, Gwyddoniaeth a Thrafnidiaeth 
Minister for Economy, Science and Transport  
 

 

 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay 

Caerdydd • Cardiff 

CF99 1NA 

English Enquiry Line  0845 010 3300 

Llinell Ymholiadau Cymraeg  0845 010 4400 

Correspondence.edwina.Hart@Wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Wedi’i argraffu ar bapur wedi’i ailgylchu (100%)                            Printed on 100% recycled paper 

 
 

Eich cyf/Your ref  P-04-393 
Ein cyf/Our ref  EH/00016/14 

William Powell AM  
Chair  
Petitions Committee 
 
committeebusiness@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear William 
 
Further to my letter of 7 January regarding proposals for a Pant to 
Llanymynech bypass, I am writing to provide you with an update.   
 
The traffic figures do not show any significant increase in traffic or congestion 
for the past couple of years.  
 
However, following last week’s budget announcement I intend to write to the 
Secretary of State for Transport to raise the issue of the bypass with him. 
 
 

 
 
 

October 2014 
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P-04-416: North-South Rail Services 

Petition wording:  

We call on the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government to 

work with Arriva Trains to increase the number of direct express rail services 

between Holyhead and Cardiff. 

 

Petition raised by: Neil Taylor 

Date petition first considered by Committee:  2 October 2012 

Number of signatures: 19 
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P-04-468 Road Safety Concerns A48 Chepstow 

 Petition wording: 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 

to reduce the speed limit on the A48 Bridge at Chepstow from 50mph to 

30mph. 

 

Petition raised by:  Chepstow Town Council 

 

Date petition first considered by Committee: 19 March 2013 

 

Number of signatures : An associated petition collected 1,000 signatures 
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P-04-475 Wanted - Buses for Meirionnydd  

Petition wording: 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 

to:  

• Review the funding for rural bus services to ensure adequate levels of 

service for the whole of Gwynedd but particularly south Meirionnydd. 

• Consider funding to be ensured for additional services to improve access 

to health services, education, and employment, and thus support the 

economy and tourism of the area.  

Petition raised by:  Barbara Snowball  

Date petition first considered by Committee: 30 April 2013 

 

Number of signatures : 174 
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P-04-475 Wanted -  Buses for Meirionnydd – Correspondence from the 

Petitioner to the Committee, 12.11.14 

Dear Kayleigh, 

Thank you for your continuing to consider the Petition for buses in Meirionnydd.   I 

have one new item to add (3) below. 

 1)  Thank you for the 20% increase in buses on the T3 Barmouth to Wrexham and 

an increased service on the T2 to Bangor. 

2)  We are still in a difficult situation here on the Dolgellau to Tywyn route.  The 

buses do not connect properly and there is a real need for a later bus when people 

have to travel home from Wrexham or Bangor.  They simply cannot get home.   

3)  The Lloyds buses (No. 28)  on the Dolgellau to Tywyn route are "user unfriendly".  

People with disabilities, wheelchairs, pushchairs, shopping trolleys, find it 

difficult/impossible to board these buses.  They are not low floor buses but they 

usually have 3 steps up, which are steep.  They are old buses.   If someone in a 

wheelchair needed to go to Wrexham or Bangor hospital, they could not get there.     

I, therefore, implore the Petition Committee that this matter is brought up with 

Lloyds Coaches, for the provision of low floor buses. 

Thank you. 

Barbara Snowball 

12/11/2014 
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P-04-513 Save the Wrexham/Barmouth X94 bus service 

Petition wording: 

Arriva Buses has announced that they will cut the X94 service which links the 

towns of Barmouth, Dolgellau, Bala, Corwen, Llangollen and Wrexham and 5 

other bus services on December 21st this year. All of these bus services 

connect communities across Wales from north to south and east to west. We 

call on the Welsh Government to investigate how cutting these bus services 

might be avoided and what is the best way of securing and promoting 

national bus services that link the regions of Wales, especially where there is 

no equivalent railway service.  

 

Petition raised by: Karen Dunford 

 

Date petition first considered by Committee: 11 November 2013 

 

Number of signatures: 494 
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P-04-515 Increase Funding for Welsh Bus Services 

Petition wording: 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 

to provide increased funding to bus services so that it adheres to its own 

policy aims of reducing poverty and exclusion, ensuring that people across 

Wales are not socially or economically disadvantaged by their location. 

 

Additional information: This petition aims to increase the level of funding 

given to hard to reach, and disadvantaged areas of Wales. A number of local 

authority areas have had to reduce the frequency and range of bus routes 

since the Regional Transport Services Grant was introduced. This has left 

some residents isolated, especially on weekends and bank holidays. 

 

Petition raised by: Daniel Thomas 

  

Date petition first considered by Committee: 26 November 2013 

 

Number of signatures: 246 
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P-04-562 Caernarfon Heritage Centre 

Petition wording: 

 

We the undersigned call on the Welsh Government to fund a Heritage Centre 

in Caernarfon. The town deserves a centre to display its history and the 

history of its people, its industries, its language and its arts in an engaging 

building purpose-built in Caernarfon as a home for the treasures taken from 

it. 

 

Close to 1,000 people— residents of Caernarfon and district and visitors to 

the area are calling for a resource of this nature in what is one of Wales’ 

most ancient and significant towns. Visitors who take one of my tours 

around Caernarfon www.drodre.co ask, Where is the Town Museum?, to 

which the answer is that the town no longer possesses such a thing! This 

news is met with universal astonishment, given that history surrounds one at 

every turn. 

 

Petition raised by:  Caernarfon Civic Society 

 

Date Petition first considered by Committee: 17 June 2014 
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P-04-562 Caernarfon Heritage Centre – Correspondence from the Petitioner 

to the Committee, 19.11.14 

 

Dear Committee 

I would like to offer a few words to add to the request for a Heritage Centre 

in Caernarfon. 

This town deserves a centre to showcase our history, the history of the 

people, the industry, the language and the arts in a purpose built and 

attractive building in Caernarfon, which would be a home to the treasures 

that have been taken from our town. 

Such a centre could be home to the relics from Segontium Roman Fort that 

are currently in Cardiff. 

It could also be home to relics offered to the town by Lord Newborough that 

are now at the Maritime Museum in Liverpool.  

Relics from the Maritime Museum in Caernarfon which is now closed and has 

been turned into toilets! 

A Gallery for painters, photographers and other artists of the town. In the 

Institute Building (home of Caernarfon Town Council) there are several 

canvases that should be shown to the world e.g.  

The picture titled 'The Awakening of Wales' by Christopher Williams is 

recognised as the most iconic in Wales and portrays Gwenllian, daughter of 

Owain Glyndŵr, rising to liberty from a fierce dragon. Christopher Williams 

was born in Maesteg. His father, Evan Williams, was determined that 

Christopher would be a doctor but when visiting the Walker Gallery in 

Liverpool, he spent hours staring at a picture of "Perseus and Andromeda" by 

Fredrick Leighton.  

After leaving the gallery, the son knew that he wanted to be an artist. The 

Awakening of Wales is an allegory of national value and personal value to the 

artist. 
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At the request of Alun Ffred Jones (Arfon): 'How many people visited 

Caernarfon Castle in the years 2010-11, 2011-12 and what are the figures 

for this year (WAQ65542) 

John Griffiths: From the beginning of April 2010 to the end of August 2013, 

679,889 visitors visited Caernarfon Castle.  

 

The total is as follows: 

01 April 2010 to 31 March 2011 192,543 visits 

 

01 April 2011 to 31 March 2012 195,543 visits 

 

01 April 2012 to 31 March 2013 177,275 visits 

 

01 April 2013 to 31 March 2013 114,528 visits 

I do not yet have figures for 01 April 2014 to 31 March 2014 but in talking 

with members of the castle staff, it's clear that there have been a greater 

number of visits to Caernarfon Castle than the above figures (I'll try to get 

the figures for this year in the next few days). 

A high proportion of visitors stay in the town and always ask 'Where's the 

museum?' It is quite difficult and embarrassing to have to say that there's no 

museum in the town itself. 

As a tour guide around the old town I'm well aware of the history and 

heritage of Caernarfon and it pains me that I can't refer visitors to a purpose 

built building that gives a full description and introduction to the town. 

Segontium Roman Fort - a mile from the centre of the town 

The unique Medieval Town with many treasures that I showcase on my tours. 

The town walls and the need to open more of the walls to the public. 

Chapels and churches 

Religion could be an element covered at the centre e.g. 

The growth of Methodism, several churches were pioneers in the growth of 

Methodism and there's evidence to show that John Wesley stayed in town. 
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Engedi Chapel and its connection with the Welsh people that went to 

Patagonia. 

St Mary - 14th century  

Llanbeblig - 12th century 

Llanfaglan - a site from the 6th century - 2 miles from the centre of town 

History: 

The slate industry, Victoria Dock, the history of Ellen Edwards - a native of 

Anglesey and daughter of Captain William Francis from Amlwch, a professor 

of mathematics and navigation in Amlwch. She followed in her father's 

footsteps as a maritime teacher for 60 years until her death aged 80 in 

November 1889. Her young pupils had to travel to Liverpool or Dublin to 

take their exams and Ellen Edwards thought this was very unfair. Therefore, 

she insisted that the men be allowed to take the exams locally. The chances 

are she trained over 1,000 young sailors over the years. 

Printing (Caernarfon was the Ink Capital of Wales in the 19th century),  

The Welsh Language Over 80% of the people of Caernarfon speak the 

language and the language is alive in every part of cultural, commercial and 

social life in the town. The 'Cofis' are famous for their wit and it would be 

worth having a corner to talk about the unique vocabulary. 

 

Llety Arall There are plans to open Llety Arall (named after Gŵyl Arall, 

or 'Another Festival' in English), a cultural festival which has been 

taking place each July in Caernarfon for some years now. It is hoped 

that Llety Arall will be located on Stryd y Plas as a unique way of 

showcasing our town that will build our confidence and passion, as 

well as the confidence and passion of visitors, for the Welsh language 

As Secretary of Caernarfon's Civic Society I have had access to cellars around 

the old town and there are treasures that could be part of a visit to the 

Heritage Centre. e.g.  

In the Market Hall cellars on Stryd Twll yn y Wal and Stryd y Plas there are 

traces of a 'Bonded Warehouse' with rooms to keep drink before moving it 

through tunnels under the town. And in Castle House on Castle Street and 

the High Street there are are cellars dating to the 16th century, making them 
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Medieval. There's a fountain under the floor in an empty office on Stryd Twll 

yn y Wal. 

I realise there's a small Heritage Exhibition at the Pendeitsh Gallery where the 

Tourist Information Centre is located, but there is a need for a much larger 

centre in Caernarfon. 

 

The point of all this is to show just how much there is to share with the 

public, whether they are local people, school children or visitors. Having a 

heritage centre in Caernarfon town centre would be of value to the local 

community; it would offer volunteering opportunities and restore confidence 

and respect for this amazing old town. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Emrys Llewelyn 

Town guide 

07813142751 

emrys@caernarfonwalks.com 

www.drodre.co  
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P-04-561 Promotion of Grassroots Rugby in Wales to Encourage 

Take-Up of the Sport 

Petition wording: 

 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 

to collaborate with the Welsh Rugby Union to encourage growth in the 

participation of the sport in Wales across all genders and age grades; to 

encourage partnerships with other relevant organisations to ensure 

maximum exposure to the sport at grassroots level and to demonstrate that 

the sport is not elitist but open to all. 

 

Additional Information: There is virtually no coverage of rugby games below 

regional level in Wales. We know that clubs are struggling for players and 

funding and better coverage in all areas will encourage take-up of the game 

by people of all ages and across all genders, both prospective players and 

supporters. It will also give better coverage to sponsors and therefore make 

it easier for clubs to attract this kind of funding. 

 

Petition raised by:  Inside Welsh Rugby TV 

 

Date Petition first considered by Committee: 17 June 2014 

 

Number of signatures : 334  
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Ken Skates AC / AM 
Y Dirprwy Weinidog Diwylliant, Chwaraeon a Thwristiaeth 
Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism 
 

 

 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay 

Caerdydd • Cardiff 

CF99 1NA 

English Enquiry Line  0845 010 3300 

Llinell Ymholiadau Cymraeg  0845 010 4400 

                Correspondence.Ken.Skates@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Wedi’i argraffu ar bapur wedi’i ailgylchu (100%)                            Printed on 100% recycled 
paper 

Ein cyf/Our ref KS/05252/14 

William Powell AM 

Chair – Petitions committee 
National Assembly for Wales 
Ty Hywel 

Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff 
CF99 1NA 

 

Dear William, 
 
 
In July this year you wrote to my predecessor, the former Minister for Natural 
Resources, Culture and Sport, John Griffiths AM, about the Petition (P-04-561) from 
Inside Welsh Rugby TV regarding grassroots rugby in Wales.   
 
The Welsh Rugby Union (WRU) receives funding via the Welsh Government’s delivery 
agent for sport in Wales, Sport Wales.  Sport Wales has agreed with the WRU 
investment of £979,167 for 2014-15 (for a ten month period).   This investment is 
based on individual sport specific targets and agreed outcomes which the WRU will be 
expected to deliver/meet as a condition of the investment.  These outcomes should 
accord with the key priorities set out in Welsh Government’s annual remit letter to 
Sport Wales.   
 
The former Minister for Natural Resources, Culture and Sport asked, in his remit letter 
to Sport Wales dated 5 March 2014, to see a particular effort to broaden the base of 
participation with a focus on developing programmes that attract children and young 
people who do not currently participate in sport.  Further, one of the priorities is to 
narrow the participation gap between those living in deprived areas (i.e Communities 
First areas) and the national average and increase levels of regular physical activity 
amongst women and girls, disabled people and BME communities.   
 

I met with Roger Lewis, Chief Executive, WRU, this week. We spoke about the WRU’s 
new strategy, launched on 2 October 2014, which aims to strengthen the game at 
community and elite level.  The strategy includes plans to increase participation across 
all levels of rugby, to unify the pathway for players and coaches and reinforce the 
cultural values of rugby. It will provide a seasonal structure that supports club, school 
and representative rugby simultaneously and is based on the appropriate development 
of players according to their age. 

 

 

11 November 2014 
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The WRU has been working with secondary schools to create school-club hubs across 
Wales.  In total, 43 schools including 3 FE colleges are currently employing full time 
rugby officers to increase participation within schools across Wales and help 
strengthen links with clubs, improving the sustainability of club rugby and long term 
player involvement. The initiative will aim to develop good role models within the 
school, providing playing opportunities for boys and girls of all abilities and creating 
leadership development through coaching and refereeing qualifications via the Welsh 
Baccalaureate. 

 

Outside the school environment, the WRU is working to encourage more women and 
girls to take part in rugby.  They have been successful in securing funding from the 
International Rugby Board (IRB) towards a programme to increase women and girls 
participation and there is greater involvement in the international women’s game as 
Roger Lewis continues as the appointed chair of the Women’s’ Six Nations 
Committee. 
 

With regards to the coverage of rugby, although the Welsh Government is actively 
involved in discussions in relation to broadcasting issues that affect Wales, 
broadcasting is not devolved to the Welsh Government.  We therefore do not have any 
direct control or influence over what is broadcast by commercial or public service 
broadcasters.  Likewise, the issue of televising rugby matches below regional level is 
not within our control and is a matter for the event organisers and the broadcasters. 
 

I hope this substantive response with the very latest information about rugby activity is 
helpful.   
 
Yours ever, 
 

 
 
Ken Skates AC / AM 
Y Dirprwy Weinidog Diwylliant, Chwaraeon a Thwristiaeth 
Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism  
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P-04-561 Promotion of Grassroots Rugby in Wales to Encourage Take-Up of 

the Sport– Correspondence from the Petitioner to the Clerking Team, 

17.11.14 

Dear Kayleigh 

Thank you for your email of 12th November, which we have had the chance to read 

and consider. 

Whilst we feel from experience that the Welsh Rugby Union is not doing nearly 

enough to help the grassroots of Welsh rugby and to support Welsh Rugby Clubs 

(as evidenced by sides failing to fulfil fixtures or disbanding), we appreciate the 

position the Petitions Committee will find itself in, in having to accept the Minister's 

letter at face value.  The "new strategy" mentioned in the letter has only been in 

place since 2nd October and sadly therefore we cannot assess its impact at this 

stage.  However it is clear to us that such a strategy has been implemented at an 

extremely late juncture and notably after our original petition was submitted.  We 

would like to question why this has only now been introduced despite the 

protracted problems in the lower echelons of Welsh rugby, as well as women's and 

junior rugby (often highlighted in our own programme, IWRTV and not covered by 

the BBC) and why the Welsh Government had not sought to expedite the process. 

There is however a great omission from this letter and that is any absence of a 

resolution relating to the broadcast of games below professional rugby in Wales.  

Whilst we appreciate the Minister's explanation that broadcasting in general and in 

terms of the specific events in question are not within the direct power of the Welsh 

Government, we are clear in stating that more could be done to facilitate such a 

development, particularly given the fact that a substantial subsidy has been 

accorded with the specific remit of widening the appeal of sport and narrowing the 

participation gap.  Broadcast of matches at this level would substantially support 

that aim and it is certainly surprising to hear the Government is not pressing this 

issue to the forefront of broadcasters minds at this time. 

Anecdotally, since our original submission we have noted an attempt to broadcast a 

lower level match such as those we had included in our own programme, however 

rather than being a positive experience for those concerned, it was managed in a 

manner which alienated the participants.  If required, further evidence could be 
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provided regarding this issue which should be used to understand how broadcast in 

the correct manner will enhance the sport. 

I trust this response will assist your deliberations and hopefully enable you to 

decide upon a solution which will enable us all to shore up the foundations of the 

National sport of Wales. 

Yours sincerely 

Paul Turner, Stewart Spencer and Gareth Spencer 
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P-04-397  Living Wage 

Petition wording: 

We call on the Welsh Government to stand by their promise to work towards 

a living wage for every worker in Wales and tell us when and how they will 

make it happen. 

No matter how hard they try the minimum wage simply is not enough for 

some parents to make ends meet and give children like us the best chance in 

life.  The living wage means that parents who work would earn at least £7.20 

an hour. 

We are young campaigners working with Save the Children across the UK for 

change.  We are campaigning for a living wage, representing the views of 

young people, families and communities in Wales.  

Petition raised by:  Save the Children 

 

Date petition first considered by Committee:  19 June 2012 

 

Number of signatures:  483 
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William Powell AM 

Chair of the Petitions Committee 

National Assembly for Wales 

Cardiff Bay 

Cardiff  

CF99 1NA 

         18th November 2014 

 

Dear Bill, 

 

Re:  Petition P-04-397 Living Wage  

 

Thank you for your correspondence regarding our petition on the living 

wage, which the committee will be considering at the next meeting of the 

committee on Tuesday 25 November 2014.  

 

As you will be aware, Save the Children's Young Ambassadors in Wales were 

a group of children and young people committed to campaigning on the 

issue of how a living wage could help support families and children living on 

a low income in Wales and they submitted the original petition to the 

Petitions Committee in 2012.  The Young Ambassadors are no longer 

meeting as a structured group but are still in contact with Save the Children 

and we will be updating them on the consideration and progress of their 

petition.  

 

Save the Children is an accredited living wage employer and a principle 

partner of the Living Wage Foundation. Earlier this year we published a Wales 

briefing of our UK report ‘A Fair Start for Every Child’, both attached. ‘A Fair 

Start’ contains further evidence of the rise of in work poverty and the impact 

it has on children’s lives. We note that the Chartered Business Institute has 
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recently stated that employers who 

can afford to pay the living wage 

should do so whenever possible. 

 

We are pleased that a meeting of the Workforce Partnership Council will go 

ahead in December and hope that there will be a full discussion on the 

importance of paying workers in Wales a living wage including recognition of 

how paying a living wage can have a positive impact on the lives of children 

and young people in working families living in poverty.  

  

Yours sincerely  

 

 

Mary Powell Chandler, Head of Save the Children in Wales 

 

The attachment mentioned above is accessible via the following link: 

 

Wales briefing of our UK report ‘A Fair Start for Every Child’  
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P-04-485 Abuse of casual contracts in Further Education 

Petition wording: 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 

to use its influence to ensure that the use of hourly paid (zero hour) and 

fixed term contracts are not abused in the Further Education sector and only 

used when there is a genuine objective justification for a short term contract 

with flexibility. 

  

Petition raised by:  Briony Knibbs 

 

Date petition first considered by Committee: 4 June 2013 

 

Number of signatures: TBC 
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Minister for Education and Skills 
 

 

 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay 
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English Enquiry Line  0845 010 3300 
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Eich cyf/Your ref P-04-485  
Ein cyf/Our ref HL/05358/14 

 
William Powell AM 

Chair Petitions Committee 

 

committeebusiness@Wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Dear William 

 
Thank you for your letter of 14th October on behalf of the Petitions Committee requesting an 
update on the use of hourly based and fixed term contracts. 
 
I also note with interest the research brief which you have provided, which sets out an 
informal review of the use of casual contracts in further education in Wales.  
 
As set out in my letter to the Committee in July 2013, the Welsh Minsters do not have 
specific statutory powers on the use of hourly based and fixed term contracts. 
 
However, following a consultation exercise by the UK Government, provisions to ban 
exclusivity clauses in Zero Hours Contracts (ZHCs) have been included in the Small 
Business, Enterprise and Employment Bill introduced in to Parliament on 25 June 2014.  
 
The Welsh Government is aware of the wide-spread concerns which have been raised 
about the use of ZHCs and is engaging in discussions with social partners about their 
impact in Wales.   
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 

 
 
 
Huw Lewis AC / AM 

Y Gweinidog Addysg a Sgiliau 
Minister for Education and Skills 

   11 November 2014 
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P-04-518 Universal Free School Lunches 

Petition wording: 

We the undersigned call on the Welsh Government to introduce a free hot 

lunch scheme for all children in reception, year 1 and year 2. 

 

Additional Information: 

A number of studies have shown that hunger affects concentration, and that 

children who are well nourished perform better at school. Extending free 

school meals will also help families meet the cost of living as it has been 

estimated that the average school meal costs parents £437 per year for each 

child.The UK Government has announced that all five-to-seven year-old 

pupils in English state schools will receive free school meals. We believe the 

Welsh Government should do likewise. 

 

Petition raised by: Jane Dodds 

 

Date petition first considered by Committee: 26 November 2013 

 

Number of signatures: 14 

 

 

Pack Page 88

Agenda Item 4.12



 

Huw Lewis AC / AM 
Y Gweinidog Addysg a Sgiliau 
Minister for Education and Skills 
 

 

 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay 

Caerdydd • Cardiff 

CF99 1NA 

English Enquiry Line  0845 010 3300 

Llinell Ymholiadau Cymraeg  0845 010 4400 

                Correspondence.Huw.Lewis@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Wedi’i argraffu ar bapur wedi’i ailgylchu (100%)                            Printed on 100% recycled paper 

 
 
Eich cyf/Your ref P-04-518  
Ein cyf/Our ref HL/05357/14 

 
 
William Powell AM 

Chair Petitions Committee 

 

committeebusiness@Wales.gsi.gov.uk 

  

 
Dear William  
 
Thank you for your recent letter, received 30 October, regarding Free School Meals (FSM).  
 
Ms Dodds is correct that the Welsh Government received funding as a consequence of 
England’s decision to introduce FSM for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.  
However, Wales is a devolved government, and as such is not bound by the education 
policy decisions of England. Furthermore, the funding sent to the Welsh Government was 
not sufficient to put in place the same FSM scheme as that being introduced in England - 
UK Government departments submitted an additional ‘top-slice’ which provided 
supplementary funding for the scheme in England, but this was not replicated in Wales.   
 
We used some of the funding consequential to launch Schools Challenge Cymru. This 
innovative and exciting initiative will inject resources, alongside proven expertise, to deliver 
a package of tailored support to meet the needs of 40 of our most challenged secondary 
schools and their cluster primaries. Schools Challenge Cymru is about recognising that 
some schools face unique challenges and that these require more intensive, additional 
support, above and beyond that which is provided as a matter of course. 
 
The programme’s concentration of efforts on a fifth of Welsh secondary schools in 
particularly challenging circumstances has the potential to encourage wider change. 
Alongside the 40 Pathways to Success Schools, many other schools in Wales will also 
benefit. This includes each school’s cluster primaries and some of Wales’ finest 
practitioners and highest performing schools, who will play a key role as they share 
expertise and leadership. 

 
This collaborative approach will generate important learning with the potential to stimulate 
system-wide improvements.  
 
 

   11 November 2014 
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We continue to be committed to ensuring that FSM are provided to those learners who need 
them most. In addition, it is important to remember that Wales led the way by introducing 
universal free breakfasts in maintained primary schools in 2004. Now, under the School 
Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013, local authorities have a duty to ensure that 
the provision of primary school free breakfasts continues in schools in Wales. According to 
the 2014 Pupil Level Annual School Census (PLASC), 82.6% of all maintained primary 
schools in Wales operate a free breakfast club.   
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 

 
 
 
Huw Lewis AC / AM 
Y Gweinidog Addysg a Sgiliau 
Minister for Education and Skills 
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P-04-593  Advise schools on visits to Noah‟s Ark Zoo Farm   

Petition wording: 

 

We request the Minister for Education and Skills in the Welsh Government 

reviews the suitability of Noah‟s Ark Zoo Farm for visits from Welsh schools. 

We consider the zoo unsuitable because:1. It undermines the understanding 

of science and contradicts the national curriculum. 2. The zoo was expelled 

from the zoo industry body, BIAZA, in 2009.  

Going on school trips is a vital part of our children‟s learning, helping them 

to get hands on experience of the world around them. Teachers and parents 

value this, and put in a lot of time and effort to making sure that the trips 

they run support children‟s learning and are safe. In order to do this, they 

rely on guidance and information. We ask that you investigate Noah‟s Ark 

Zoo Farm immediately and make sure that all schools are made aware of the 

findings of the investigation. 

Additional information: 

1 The Department for Education 2011 - Free Schools FAQs - Curriculum: 

“We would expect to see evolution and its foundation topics fully included in 

any science curriculum. We do not expect creationism, intelligent design and 

similar ideas to be taught as valid scientific theories in any state funded 

school” http://www.education.gov.uk/a0075656/free-schools-faqs-

curriculum#faq5; 

https://humanism.org.uk/2014/02/04/alice-roberts-bha-complain-

michael-gove-noahs-ark-zoo-farms-quality-badge-breaching-creationism 

policy/;http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/08/wont-go-back-

to-creationist-zoo-bristol 

2 BIAZA (2009):  
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„Council believes that the behaviour of NAZF has brought the association 

into disrepute‟ 

™http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/somerset/8391779.stm  

Petitioner :  Jane Henderson   

First considered by the Committee: 23 September 2014 

Number of Signatures:  221 
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Eich cyf/Your ref  
Ein cyf/Our ref HL/05154/14 

 
William Powell AM 
Assembly Member for Mid & West Wales 

Chair Petitions Committee 
Ty Hywel 
Cardiff Bay 

Cardiff 
CF99 1NA 
 

committeebusiness@Wales.gsi.gov.uk 
  

 
 
 
Dear William 
 
 
 
Thank you for your letter of 30th September on behalf of the Petitions Committee seeking 
my views on the information provided in relation to the suitability of Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm for 
visits from Welsh schools.  
 
I do not condone the teaching of Creationism and the Curriculum should not be used as a 
vehicle or seen as a route for its promotion. 
 
Whilst it falls within the remit of Local Authorities and Consortia, working in partnership with 
schools, to determine appropriate venues for educational visits and to ensure they are 
investigated and assessed appropriately, the selection and use of such venues is a 
responsibility I expect them to take very seriously. 
 
Once a venue has been determined, headteachers and members of staff must ensure that 
a comprehensive Health and Safety risk assessment is carried out for each school visit. The 
Outdoor Education Adviser Panel has produced revised national guidance for schools and 
governing bodies on school trips which can be found at the following link.   
 
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/allsectorpolicies/healthandsafety/educationalvi
sits/?skip=1&lang=en  
 
The National Curriculum in Wales is broad and balanced the programmes of study that have 
been developed for each statutory national curriculum subject, from Key Stage 2 to Key 
Stage 4, identify and map the subject contexts that are most appropriate for development. 
 

12 November 2014 
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This is to ensure that we aim to reduce prescription in the curriculum and give control and 
responsibility to schools and learners.  Schools in planning their curriculum have a clear 
responsibility to organise and deliver the curriculum in the way that best suits their 
circumstances and needs. They can choose to retain their existing approach to curriculum 
organisation whilst adopting a new approach to delivery or develop more imaginative and 
innovative ways of delivering the statutory curriculum. Such changes in approach might 
include using a series of whole days – in or out of school – to focus on a particular topic. 
 
However I do not endorse the teaching of creationism as a factual or scientific explanation 
of the origin of life. The curriculum is designed to be ‘broad and balanced’ to give learners 
the opportunity to interface with the world around them through the processes of gathering 
and analysing evidence, robust debate and critical thinking.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Huw Lewis AC / AM 

Y Gweinidog Addysg a Sgiliau 
Minister for Education and Skills 
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Noah’s Ark Farm Zoo Petition 

1 
 

The Minsters comments 

We welcome the statement from the minister that „I do not condone the 

teaching of creationism and the Curriculum should not be used as a vehicle 

or seen as a route for its promotion‟ and that „I do not endorse the teaching 

of creationism as a factual or scientific explanation of the origin of life‟ and 

his encouragement to schools to teach students through „evidence, robust 

debate and critical thinking.‟ 

It is clear that Noah‟s Ark Zoo Farm is in direct contradiction to the 

Curriculum, as shown in its mission statement: „To build a place where 

people of all ages, faiths and backgrounds can come and learn the wonders 

of Creation through fun, adventure and scientific discovery....‟ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data

/file/279090/NAZF_Business_Plan_2014.pdf  (accessed 18/11/2014). There 

is a great deal of other information available from the Farm‟s website and 

other sources that show that NAZF presents Creationism as opposed to valid 

scientific theory throughout we refer to some below.  

We recognise, as the minister says, that schools have the freedom „to 

organise and deliver the curriculum in the way that best suits their 

circumstances and needs‟,  and we are sure that schools understand their 

responsibility to carry out risk assessments and have confidence in our own 

children‟s school and others to undertake this. However, it is clear from our 

experience, and from the experience of parents with children in other 

primary schools in Wales gained from the process of developing this 

petition, that busy teachers, giving in many cases their own free time to 

research venues for school trips, can be unaware of the implications on the 

curriculum of visiting NAZF. We are aware of many parents at other schools 

who only found out about the issues of the zoo when discussing with their 

children after a visit, and others who, while unhappy with their school‟s 

proposed trip were not given the time, or the opportunity to complain.  

The Minister for Education and Skills has made it clear in his statement that 

the selection of venues for education visits is in the remit of Local 
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Authorities and consortia but also that there is an expectation from the 

Welsh Government that this process is conducted rigorously and in line with 

the curriculum, making explicit that teaching creationism should not be part 

of that curriculum.  Our concern is that information is not sufficiently 

available to schools to make informed decisions. It is clear from our 

experience, and from the number of different schools represented on this 

petition, that teachers are unaware of the issues around this zoo. 

We ask that an appropriate department issues a briefing note restating the need to 

teach evidence based scientific curriculum appropriate to all ages, to draw attention 

to the underlying dispute between NAFZ and our current scientific understanding of 

creationism and evolution and to encourage schools to consider this during any 

planning phase and prior to confirming a booking. 

Background 

The petition submitted followed a particular experience in a Cardiff primary 

school where confusion and upset was caused by the booking of a school 

trip to the site to continue the learning on the curriculum on the theme of 

animals. Following parents raising concerns about the nature of the zoo the 

school opted to look elsewhere.  

Information about the Zoo 

This zoo is created on a basis of a young earth theory commonly known as 

creationism. Their mission is reproduced in the literature and signage of the 

park and is in contradiction to education policy.  

Information on the website 

The Zoo‟s website presents on first glance like any bright child friendly 

educational destination. It is no surprise then that at first people may not 

identify the mission of the zoo. By following the about us link from the main 

page the mission, or theme, of the zoo is set out. This section encourages a 

discussion on evolution and creationism and offers what they describe as a 

„new approach to looking at the natural world.‟ The zoo offers a view that 

the date of the earth is „much younger than 4.5 billion years‟.   Following the 
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pages it is made clear that the zoo is arguing that the ark story is evidenced 

in the geological record and offer statements such as: 

„Through ongoing research, a current estimate proposes that all 

mammals, living and extinct, can be grouped into fewer than 50 

original kinds. As we are still getting to grips with the amazing 

capacity of species to change form as they diversify and evolve, the 

actual number is likely to have been even smaller. Similarly there may 

have been fewer than 20 original kinds of bird and 20 kinds of reptile.‟ 

http://www.noahsarkzoofarm.co.uk/pages/about-us/earth-

history/constructing-the-ark.php 

The site makes it clear that their views contest received scientific 

understanding noting that „The Darwinian view offers a different framework.‟ 

http://www.noahsarkzoofarm.co.uk/pages/about-us/earth-

history/evolution.php 

Readers are encouraged to follow this up to linked sites with a more detailed 

critique of evolution. The culmination of this set of pages leads to text 

including the following: 

If, after honest inquiry, you find that you cannot explain such things as 

made by the world itself, it may then be reasonable to ask whether 

there is a Creator. http://www.noahsarkzoofarm.co.uk/pages/about-

us/earth-history/what-really-happened.php 

In an interview in 2006 the owner is reported to have said: 

From the outside, our farm is not overtly Christian. But, from the 

inside, we are very strongly Christian. I am a Creationist, and we see 

the farm as a mission station to give people scientific permission to 

believe in God. 

http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2006/5-

may/features/interview-anthony-bush-co-founder-of-
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noah%E2%80%99s-ark-zoo-farm-and-former-general-synod-member 

accessed 18/11/2014 

Public information boards on the site 

It is evident that the  Zoo aims to challenge evolution. Their mission is 

reflected within the communication boards and signage at the zoo. Images 

of the signs with and explanation of how they are distributed throughout the 

site can be found on the humanist website: 

http://blog.newhumanist.org.uk/2010/08/noahs-ark-redux-counter-

educational.html. To quote the signs include 

 „Eating meat was allowed after the Flood” but “Before this most people 

might have been veggies‟, and that “All the people in the world come 

from Noah‟s sons Shem, Ham and Japheth. Caucasian from Japheth, 

Semitic from Shem, and Negroid/Mongoloid/Redskin from Ham.‟  

The public information boards are discussed in a review of the zoo by Dr 

Alice Roberts Professor of Public Engagement in Science at the University of 

Birmingham who observed posters in 2013 that stated : 

All in all, bacteria do not look as if they were the products of chance. 

They look as if they have been designed… Why has science closed its 

mind to the possibility that life was created?" asked one. 

Another one presented "30 reasons why apes are not related to man‟. 

She notes that these posters are  „ clustered by the picnic tables in the 

indoor play park – somewhere all the children are almost guaranteed 

to visit.‟ http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/08/wont-go-

back-to-creationist-zoo-bristol accessed 18/11/2014 

Christianity and scientific evidence 

We would like to note clearly here that our views on this zoo are not related 

to Christianity in any way. We feel it is important to note that the views given 

at NAZF are completely misrepresentative of mainstream Christianity in that 

the Anglican and Catholic faiths agree with evolutionary theory, as well as 

being misrepresentative of more minority established Christian faiths who 
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have rather different versions of creationism. This raises more issues for 

faith schools in terms of visits to NAZF.  The views presented on the Church 

of England website on this point  can be found on this link:  

https://www.churchofengland.org/our-views/medical-ethics-health-social-

care-policy/darwin/malcolmbrown.aspx 

Animal Welfare 

Another issue raised in the petition is animal welfare. The Daily Mail raised a 

series of concerns in their expose piece of 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1221493/Zoo-skinned-dead-

tiger-Tira-stored-head-freezer.html. Whilst we are not in a position to 

comment on the voracity of this article many of the claims are reinforced by 

this BBC investigation 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/somerset/8391779.stmn which relate 

to inappropriate relationships with circuses and animal welfare issues 

including the disposal of dead animals. The British and Irish Association of 

Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA) is the professional organization representing 

the zoo and aquarium community in Britain and Ireland. In 2009 the zoo was 

expelled from the body due to a breakdown of trust. " 

"The reasons for termination are due to a refusal to provide BIAZA with 

information when requested and entering into an arrangement with 

the Great British Circus, which contravenes the Animal Transaction 

Policy, despite having been warned of possible consequences. 

"Council believes that the behaviour of NAZF has brought the 

association into disrepute and that there has been a breakdown of 

trust between BIAZA and NAZF, and this has unfortunately resulted in a 

parting of the ways." http://www.bristolpost.co.uk/Noah-s-Ark-Zoo-

Farm-stripped-BIAZA-membership/story-11285228-

detail/story.html#ixzz3JSm5FLZa  

 

Whilst we would not necessarily suggest that schools should only visit sites 

registered by lead bodies, a lack of membership would add an additional risk 

assessment burden as those aspects that the lead body audits as part of 
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their professional membership cannot be externally validated, in the case of 

BIAZA who ensure that: 

Member collections must undertake significant work in the field of 

animal welfare, conservation, education and research.  Members must 

follow and comply with the Memorandum and Articles of Association 

(pdf) and Codes of Practice of the Association. All members must 

adhere to the Animal Transaction Policy (pdf), which ensures that all 

animal movements conform to the highest ethical and welfare 

standards. http://www.biaza.org.uk/biaza-membership/ 

To conclude we hope that the Petitions committee are able to recommend 

that the Welsh Government pass on this information and advice. 

Your sincerely, 

Jane Henderson and Ashley Harris on behalf a large group of concerned 

parents 

Pack Page 100

http://www.biaza.org.uk/uploads/governance/aandm%20June%202011.pdf
http://www.biaza.org.uk/uploads/governance/ATP2012.pdf
http://www.biaza.org.uk/biaza-membership/


P-04-529 A Letting Agents Ombudsman for Wales 

Petition wording: 

We call upon the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government 

to give the people of Wales a ‘Letting Agents Ombudsman’ by including it 

within their Housing Bill. 

  

An ombudsman will give people guidance, issued by the Welsh Government, 

of what their rights are as a tenant. It will tell them how to complain directly 

through the agents’ complaints procedure and when all avenues are have 

been exhausted, they can ask the Ombudsman to step in and take action. 

 

Additional Information:  

We very much welcome the regulation of letting agents and landlords set out 

in the Bill - this has been urgently needed for years. Students and young 

professionals are being robbed time and time again with invented letting 

agent fees and even invented letting agents and these need to be held to 

account now. There is not enough being done to help tenants against 

landlords - regulation will help, but there will always be bad landlords and 

letting agents that slip through the cracks and their tenants need someone 

on their side.  

 

We need a Letting Agents Ombudsman. Letting agents and landlords are 

exempt from many of the regulations that estate agents have to follow. And 

many young people renting are straight from home or university and are 

vulnerable to their methods. They end up paying fees because they had no 

idea they had an option not to.  

 

England has the ‘Housing Ombudsman Service’ that has worked effectively 

and provides a defence and a right to complaint for tenants all over the 

country. Wales needs one too.  

 

 

Petition raised by:  Let Down in Cardiff 

 

Date Petition first considered by Committee: 21 January 2014 
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Number of signatures: TBC 
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Tuesday 18th November 2014  

To the Petitions Committee,  

 

Whilst the Housing Bill has passed, much of the effects on what private tenants can 

expect from their landlords/letting agents will depend on the Code of Practice, which is 

yet to be complete.  

 

We maintain that much of housing legislation, both at a UK and Wales level, is too 

focused on buyers rather than renters. It is an unfortunate political reality that we cannot 

build enough houses - affordable ones in particular - that are needed and people are far 

less likely than ever to be able to save for a house deposit.  

 

The Housing Bill focused mostly on social housing, rather than how to improve rental 

conditions that increasing amounts of vulnerable people are finding themselves in. 

Correspondence with the Housing Department has not reassured us that the information 

will be properly promoted; the rogue landlords and bad letting agents may be 

‘encouraged’ to disseminate information, but it would not be in their interests to point 

tenants towards the Licensing Authority that could take their license away. It’s vital that 

tenants not only know about the Code of Practice, but are also made aware of their right 

to complain without fear of ‘revenge evictions’ or the simpler mechanisms that 

landlords/agents can use against them, such as increasing rent or not offering to renew 

contracts at short notice.  

 

There is also not much confidence in local authorities being able to govern their 

responsibilities, due to dwindling resources. Housing Officers will only inspect a property 

if there is a complaint so whether it complies with the standards will be up to the tenants 

to decide, and then to decide whether to complain about it or ask the landlord/agent to 

improve it. Again, tenants’ knowledge of their rights is integral and tenants’ fears of 

evictions are only rising.  

 

The Renting Homes Bill is a clear opportunity where this can be rectified. We very much 

welcome that contracts will be made simpler in plain language, making it easier for 

tenants to understand the terms. However we are very concerned about the proposal to 

end the 6-month moratorium. Very few tenants would want to rent a property for less 

than 6 months and this could lead to a severe increase in a lack of security from 

landlords who are not sure how long they want to rent the property out for and would 
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offer much shorter or rolling contracts as standard. The rental market is not one of 

choice for tenants, their options are very limited and they are often forced to accept any 

contract that is offered to them.  

 

We still believe that a redress scheme, either in the form of Ombudsmen or a Housing 

Tribunal is a key factor in ultimately ensuring fairness in the private rented sector. This 

would help to create a much-needed culture change as well, where landlords and agents 

know that they have to abide by Codes or they could incur costs. We also do not think the 

removal of a license is enough incentive to change rogue landlords’ or letting agents’ 

behaviour. Having an Ombudsman or Tribunal would also ensure better information and 

resources are there for landlords too, who equally need as much information and support 

to run their businesses appropriately, and for stronger penalties to be enforced when 

they have treated tenants badly.  

 

Following the Housing Bill, we were very disappointed to see the removal of a Minister for 

Housing and Regeneration. Whilst the Communities and Tackling Poverty portfolio 

certainly relates to housing, it is concerning to see it appear to be less of a priority now 

it’s been combined. This raises questions over how much priority the Welsh Government 

are giving to the Renting Homes Bill, which is an opportunity to fix so many problems for 

tenants.  

 

We would also be interested to know of any Welsh Government and AMs’ views on the 

Tenancies (Reform) Bill, a Private Member’s Bill 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/news/stephen-williams-vows-to-outlaw-revenge-

evictions ) sponsored by Stephen Williams MP and Sarah Teather MP, reaching its second 

reading debate on Friday 28th November 2014. It has government backing in principle, 

but it is yet unclear as to whether it will progress.  

 

Has the Welsh Government considered introducing similar legislation? And does it have 

the necessary powers to do so? If it doesn’t, it also raises questions as to how effective 

housing legislation can be in Wales if there are not enough levers to regulate it.  

 

And, if the Tenancies (Reform) Bill were to be passed, would the Welsh Government 

consider passing the legislation through a Legislative Consent Memorandum, and does it 

believe LCMs to be an effective way of delivering housing policy in Wales?  

 

We’d appreciate any views on the above matters.  

 

Many thanks, 

 

Liz Smith 

Co-ordinator  

Let Down in Wales  
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P-04-573 - Call on the Welsh Government to Investigate the 

Residential Leasehold System in Wales. 

 

Petition Wording 

We the undersigned call on the National Assembly for Wales to urge the 

Welsh Government to instigate an investigation into the way in which the 

residential leasehold system is operating in Wales despite the changes made 

by the Leasehold Reform Act and to consider whether there should be a cap 

on increases to leasehold agreements in Wales. 

 

Additional Information:  

This petition has been submitted in light of the fear that residents on the 

Elba estate in Gowerton are currently experiencing, due to the demands of 

up to 5000% increases in annual ground rent that Swansea Council are 

demanding of these leaseholders. 

 

Petition raised by:  Residents of Elba Estate 

 

Date Petition first considered by Committee: 15 July 2014 

 

Number of signatures: 583  
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P-04-573 Call on the Welsh Government to investigate the residential 

leasehold system in Wales – Correspondence from the Petitioner to the 

Committee, 19.11.14 

From - Mr Kenneth Douglas 

To Mr William Powell, AM Chair of Petitions Committee 

Dear Sir, 

I refer to your letter dated 8th November 2014, with a letter attached from Lesley 

Griffiths AM concerning Petition P-14-573 asking for my comments. 

I can only speak for myself, and not for all the residents of the Elba Estate, 

Gowerton, Swansea.  The first letters sent, 6th June 2014, to residents, varied; 

subject to plot size up to 5000%+ per annum, up from 7% per annum, when the 

properties where purchased, plot size was not an issue at that time. 

The Action Committee negotiations with Swansea council have resulted with a 

reduced offer of £400 per annum for all residents.  This may well appear a 

wonderful result, however, it is still an increase of 800%, and will still be an 

enormous burden to many young families and pensioners, with the one main 

equation missing, that any diligent administration would have penciled in first, 

'Affordability'.  We are also told via the local press, that the properties on the Elba 

Estate "are worthless", due to the massive increase in the ground rent. 

I understand, that following a 'Freedom of Information request', it seems the Elba 

estate were the highest rated leasehold properties in Swansea, even before this 

increase: These are working class people, not London stockbrokers.  A savvy, 

experienced administration, receiving such a hot potato from a defunct authority, 

would have seen the failings of such a lease, a lease that is based on those used in 

the world of commercial properties, and should have been seen in this case, not fit 

for residential properties, and therefore not fit for purpose.. 

 

I believe this petition is vital, to safeguard the many thousands of residents within 

Wales, who's councils may be tempted to go the same route, if Swansea council is 

seen to be successful.  I also believe it is essential for good governance, that the 

Welsh Assembly Government should have the authority to be able to intervene in 
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such matters, in the same way that it has been seen necessary to Cap council tax 

charges.  Not all councils have competent management, and not all discharge a 

'Duty of Care'.  We the people, require a recourse at such times.           

 

Thank you for your time 

Yours faithfully 

Ken Douglas 
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6 November 2014 

 

 
 
 
 
Dear William, 
 
Re:PETITIONS COMMITTEE – P-04-573 – RESIDENTIAL LEASEHOLD SYSTEM IN 
WALES 
 
The above petition is being processed via the Petitions Committee at this time. 
 
In Carl Sargeant’s AM  letter dated 3 September he clearly indicates that the 
Leasehold Advisory Service had advised the Welsh Government that they found 
absolutely no evidence that this issue exists outside this estate. 
 
Alas, this is not the case.   
 
I have been approached by the family of an 85 year old from Cockett, Swansea, 
who on reading the newspaper articles on the Elba Site contacted City and 
County of Swansea (SCC)  in May this year to ascertain if she could extend her 
lease as it has only approximately 12 years left to run; at present she is paying 
£4.37 ground rent.   The Council informed her that they would grant a new 
lease (50 years) at a modern ground rent of approximately £1,900 per annum. 
 
The elderly lady also enquired after the freehold sale price  and received a letter 
from SCC dated 23 September 2014 stating that the freehold was £27,950 plus 
Council’s legal and surveyor’s fees of £1,690.   This has subsequently been 
negotiated down to £25,000 plus £1,600 fees.  However, the family  are not in 
a position to proceed with purchase. 
 
I write as I feel sure that there are more cases like this out there involving the 
elderly who are under tremendous stress,  embarrassed to tell the families or 
have no family to advise them.  

William Powell AM 
Assembly Member for Mid & West Wales 
Chair Petitions Committee 
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I have requested a full list from SCC of all Leasehold properties that they 
control. 
 
I will forward all the necessary documentation to you for your consideration in 
due course 
 
If there are any queries please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

  
H. Byron Davies 
Regional Assembly Member for South Wales West 
Shadow Minister for Transport and Regeneration, European Affairs and Whip 
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6 November 2014 

 

 
 
 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
Re:PETITIONS COMMITTEE – P-04-573 – RESIDENTIAL LEASEHOLD SYSTEM IN 
WALES 
 
The above petition is being processed via the Petitions Committee at this time.  
Your predecessor, Carl Sargeant AM under his previous office as Minister for 
Housing, wrote to William Power AM, Chair of the Petitions Committee on 3 
September 2014.  Copy enclosed for your easy reference. 
 
In this letter he clearly indicates that the Leasehold Advisory Service had 
advised the Welsh Government that they found absolutely no evidence that this 
issue exists outside this estate. 
 
Alas, this is not the case.   
 
I have been approached by the family of an 85 year old from Cockett,Swansea, 
who on reading the newspaper articles on the Elba Site contacted City and 
County of Swansea (SCC) in May this year to ascertain if she could extend her 
lease as it has only approximately 12 years left to run; at present she is paying 
£4.37 ground rent.   The Council informed her that they would grant a new 
lease (50 years) at a modern ground rent of approximately £1,900 per annum. 
 
The elderly lady also enquired after the freehold sale price  and received a letter 
from SCC dated 23 September 2014 stating that the freehold was £27,950 plus 
Council’s legal and surveyor’s fees of £1,690.   This has subsequently been 
negotiated down to £25,000 plus £1,600 fees.  However, the family  are not in 
a position to proceed with purchase. 
 
 
 

Lesley Griffiths AM 
Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty 
(Housing and Regeneration) 
National Assembly for Wales 
Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff 
CF99 1NA 
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I write as I feel sure that there are more cases like this out there involving the 
elderly who are under tremendous stress,  embarrassed to tell the families or 
have no family to advise them.  
 
I will be forwarding all the necessary documentation to the Chair regarding this 
particular case in due course. 
 
I have requested a full list from SCC of all Leasehold properties that they 
control.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you that LEASE have taken this incident into 
account when preparing their report and subsequent recommendations. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

  
H. Byron Davies 
Regional Assembly Member for South Wales West 
Shadow Minister for Transport and Regeneration, European Affairs and Whip 
 
Encl 
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Mr Jack Straw 
Chief Executive Officer 
Civic Centre 
City and County of Swansea 
Oystermouth Road 
Swansea 
SA1 3SN 
 

 

  

  

6 November 2014 

Dear Sir, 

Re:LEASEHOLD PROPERTIES IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SWANSEA 
 
I write further on the subject of leasehold properties within the control of the 
City and County of Swansea. 
 
I have recently been approached by a Swansea resident who is in a similar 
position to those people on the Elba site.  It would appear that there are more 
leaseheld properties, other than the Elba site, which are currently experiencing 
difficulties with the prospect of increases in their ground rents . 
 
Under the Freedom For Information Act 2000 I therefore request a complete 
and up-to-date list of all properties held by the Council which are currently 
leaseheld within the jurisdiction of the City and County of Swansea; the term of 
the leases, the renewal dates of those leases and the ground rent currently 
being paid to SCC by the leasees. 
 
I look forward to receiving the information. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

  
H. Byron Davies 
Regional Assembly Member for South Wales West 
Shadow Minister for Transport and Regeneration, European Affairs and Whip 
 

 
cc Mr Geoff Bacon 
Corporate Building & Property Services 
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P-04-532 Improving specialised neuromuscular services in Wales 

Petition wording: 

We call on the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government to 

ensure that Health Boards implement the investment proposed by the Welsh 

Neuromuscular Network Vision Document for improving specialised 

neuromuscular services in Wales. 

 

Additional Information:  

The Welsh Neuromuscular Network is recommending the following priority 

developments: 1. Increase in Family Care Advisors and support. 2. Specialist 

adult neuromuscular physiotherapists. 3. Appointment of consultant in adult 

neuromuscular disease. 4. Increase in clinical psychology. 5. An equipment 

budget to enable minor purchases and lease arrangements. 

 

Petition raised by:  Muscular Dystrophy Campaign 

 

Date Petition first considered by Committee: 4 February 2014 
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Muscular Dystrophy Campaign comment for the Petitions Committee on 25th 

November 

The Muscular Dystrophy Campaign acknowledges the correspondence from the 

Minister for Health and Social Services to the Petitions Committee outlining the 

Neurological Conditions Delivery Plan and welcomes his statement that the issues 

identified by the Muscular Dystrophy Campaign will be considered as part of the 

implementation plan. 

It is essential that the complex nature of muscular dystrophy and related 

neuromuscular conditions is recognised and not just generically grouped with 

neurological conditions or long-term conditions. Other specialisms are also needed 

for these rare and very rare conditions, such as genetic, respiratory, rehabilitation 

and cardiac support. 

We understand that after five months there is still no appointment of a Chair of the 

Welsh Neuromuscular Network, which is a matter needing to be resolved as a 

matter of urgency to build on the progress made by Dr Andrew Goodall made when 

he was Chair of the Network.   

The Muscular Dystrophy Campaign reiterates the call for Health Boards to act now 

to ensure that the Welsh Neuromuscular Network’s investment priorities identified a 

year ago are implemented so that all people living with muscle-wasting conditions 

have comparable access to specialist services to other parts of the UK. The priorities 

for investment are as follows: 

 increased neuromuscular care advisor support 

 specialist adult neuromuscular physiotherapy 

 long-term dedicated neuromuscular consultant time  

 specialist neuromuscular psychology support  
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If the Health Boards in Wales agree to the recommended investment, emergency 

hospital care could be dramatically reduced.  

The Muscular Dystrophy Campaign hopes that the urgent need for neuromuscular 

service development can be scheduled for a debate in the Assembly at the earliest 

available opportunity.  
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P-04-582  Much Needed Change to the Rules in our Schools with 

Regards to Head Lice and Nits 

Petition Wording: 

There needs to be a change in the rules with regards to Head Lice in school 

children. Currently school staff are not permitted to point out, even to the 

offending child’s parent, who it is in the class has Head Lice and a generic 

letter is just handed out. Why can’t a parent, whose child is visibly infected 

and infecting a class, be informed and asked to collect said child. This child 

should then be kept off school until they have been deemed clear by a 

member of staff to return as they do in some schools in the US! If a child 

vomits in school, they are sent home immediately. Head Lice are just as 

infectious and cause just as much distress to our children. This can be done 

discreetly, nobody has to know. Unless the parent themselves choose to 

share the information. It is not a violation of anybody’s human rights, if 

anything it would protect the children of us who are diligent and care, and 

subsequently spending a lot of money to treat our children to no avail! 

 

Petition raised by:  Marnie Hill   

 

Date Petition first considered by Committee: 23 September 2014 

 

Number of signatures:  31 
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P-04-582 Much Needed Change to the Rules in our Schools with Regards to 

Head Lice and Nits – Correspondence from the Hairforce – Lice Assassins to 

the Committee, 22.09.14 

WELSH ASSEMBLY PETITION 

P-04-582 Much needed change in the rules in our schools with regards to Head 

Lice and Nits 

Supporting arguments by Natalie Nurse, The Hairforce – Lice Assassins, Cardiff 

I wish to submit supporting arguments to the above petition submitted by Marnie 

Hill.  I run the Cardiff branch of a business dedicated to the professional checking 

and clearing of head lice and their eggs (the nits), The Hairforce – Lice Assassins.  In 

this position I am uniquely placed to give insight into both the research that exists 

around this topic and the human evidence extracted from our client base, and how 

both these sources support the need for the sort of change the petition is seeking. 

WHY EVIDENCE SUPPORTS THE PETITION: 

1. The highly infectious nature of the issue 

Head lice are passed from human to human by close contact, and that contact is 

a natural occurrence in the classroom and in the playground amongst groups of 

children.  Children carrying head lice therefore put other children constantly at 

risk. 

A quantification of that risk can be found in academic research which shows that 

as far back as 2005 nearly 50% of 4-11 year olds, or nearly 3 million children, 

have nits and lice annually in the UK, with 10% to15% having them at any one 

time.  Researchers suspect that this figure is a gross underestimate of the true 

size of the issue in 2014.  In addition the traditional way of measuring the reach 

of the problem – i.e. just the 4 to 11 age group - does not take into account the 

rise of nursery education, and therefore the under 4 age group; the fact that 

infestations are carried from primary school into the secondary school system, 

so beyond the age of 11; and the rest of the family members – parents, 

grandparents, and carers who are often infested by the primary carrier. Research 

in 2011 estimated that a quarter of all parents caught Head Lice from their 

children.  
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The speed at which infestations are properly dealt with is therefore critical to 

containing the repercussions through the age ranges and through different 

environments. 

 

The market growth rates amongst 4-11 year olds since the late 1990’s show a 

significant pattern of growth – 19% 1997; 28% 1998; 37% 2003; 50% 2005  

(Sources: KG Coates; 1997 & 1998 AM Downs; 2003 J Harris; 2005 Hill).  

 

In addition research shows that as Head Lice spread, growing numbers of 

children have their schooling adversely affected, and with that their parents 

working lives similarly disrupted – children lose 2.74 million days from school, 

and parents take 2.78 million days off work to tackle infestations (Sept 2011 

NYDA).  An Ipsos Mori poll in the same year in Northern Ireland revealed that 

parents were taking 97,120 days off work and children were losing 63,327 days 

of school as a result of the problem (Sept 2011).   

 

2. The negative effect on the well-being of our children within School  

In 2012 a ground breaking piece of research appeared in the USA which strips 

away the traditional product bias in Head Lice research and turned to the 

children and their interests.  The publisher of this research - the National 

Association of Social Workers – gives both credibility and a refreshing sense of 

honesty to the paper.  Significantly this is a body that is child centric not product 

sales driven.  

This 2012 research by Purdy and True, whilst conducted in America, speaks of 

our children here in Wales and the rest of the UK.  Their child centred study 

sought to discover the personal and emotional responses of children to having 

head lice – and their findings will be of interest to all, as they hinge of the very 

happiness of the children. 

The research identified that amongst 7-11 year olds having head lice was seen 

by the individual child as a ‘symbolic failure’, associated with (real and 

imagined) ridicule and blame from peers.  There was a strong association of 

head lice with embarrassment, sadness and anger, as well as peer rejection and 

negative labelling:  

 60% of children interviewed had experienced public humiliation as 

a result of having head lice 
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 90% reported being teased by schoolmates, parents, and relatives 

when they had head lice 

 Rejection by peers was the number one concern of the 

participating children 

 Peer acceptance was greatly diminished for a child who had head 

lice; and negative labelling often followed the child throughout his 

or her school life 

 The majority of the children in the study showed signs of 

diminished self-perception because of this issue. Furthermore, 

most of the children felt a sense of personal responsibility for 

having lice, and expressed feelings of being ‘bad’ or ‘dirty’ 

All the findings ‘illustrated the intense negative impact that head lice 

infestations, and the perceptions surrounding infestations could have on 

children’. 

The credibility of this research is underpinned by its clinical methodology.  It 

utilises cognitive-developmental frameworks used in understanding child 

development. The cross referencing of those frameworks with what these 

children revealed has lead Purdy and Ture to believe that these effects can have 

long term implications into adulthood. They write that negative self-perception 

can remain with a child for years and has the potential to affect their social 

development – ‘A sense of inferiority develops when perceived or actual failure 

is dominant.  A child with head lice may experience teasing from peers, resulting 

in exclusion from activities and relationships.  Consequent inferiority may evolve 

into the reduction of self-esteem, isolation, and shame.  The child may feel less 

worthy of respect from others and inadequate in social situations.  These 

person-environment relationships are critical to the development of 

competence, self-direction, relatedness, and self-esteem.  Repeated head lice 

infestations may prevent the sense of belonging necessary to the preparation for 

competent adult performance.’  This theory is supported by the work of leading 

authorities in child psychology (Erickson and Piaget) who believe that positive 

development is critical if a child is to achieve psychological competence. 
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The findings of this research are supported by The Hairforce – Lice Assassins, 

the UK’s nit and head lice clearing service.  Through our hands-on work 

physically clearing thousands of infestations, we witness the diminishing effects 

head lice have on children on a day to day basis.  Clearing a sustained and/or 

heavy infestation can transform a child; elicit immediate comments from the 

school and their teachers about them socially and academically; positively 

change their demeanor and their feelings towards going to school; and 

physically restore them and their health.  One of the most frequent comments 

from the parents of the children they clear is ‘my child is his or herself again’.  

To quote Dee Wright of The Hairforce, ‘Because we work closely with the child 

and see them over a number of appointments we can actually track and witness 

the effects head lice have, and the  positive change that is evident as they are 

cleared.  What these children need more than anything is to get this parasite and 

its eggs, the nits, out of their hair quickly, safely and effectively so they can get 

on with their childhood and schooling, and be restored as a person’.   

 

 

3. The risk to the health of our children in School 

 

The significance of Head Lice as a health issue has for some time been pigeon-

holed by the Department of Health and Education, as a minor issue.  However 

thinking ignores significant facts concerning Head Lice: 

 

 They are blood suckers and move from host to host in a society that is 

more mobile and more international  

 

 Pediculosis, the medical term for an infestation of lice, is a 

communicable disease and causes serious dis-ease for those who catch 

it 

 

 They are commonly known in public health to carry the highly infectious 

impetigo 

 There is growing evidence and data to show that these parasites carry 

serious organisms that impact on human health – this link is to a 
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comprehensive list of research findings which gives significant weight to 

this argument http://www.headlice.org/news/research/index.htm 

 

4. No nit policies work in the USA 

No nit policies are a policy of zero tolerance of Head Lice in the classroom and 

were a part of American school culture for many years.  Some states abandoned 

them a few years ago because of the very issues raised by Marnie in her Petition 

– fear of exclusion, discrimination etc.  Since rescinding that policy many 

schools in the USA have found that the Head Lice situation has significantly 

worsened and in the last year many school boards have returned to no nit policy 

(www.headlice.org has tracked this policy reversal). 

HOW THE HAIRFORCE – LICE ASSASSINS CAN HELP 

1. We counter the ineffectiveness of the products 

 

In 2006 research by the National Public Health Service for Wales Communicable 

Disease Surveillance Centre in Cardiff published a leading piece of research on 

Head Lice.  The results conclusively showed that 80% of the time lice were 

immune to the products applied to eradicate Head Lice.  This research was 

based on a substantial sample drawn from 3 of the 5 health authority areas of 

Wales.  The findings confirmed that Head Lice had further evolved developing 

immunity to the various chemical formulas that constitute this £33 million 

market. 

This research confirmed what a lot of parents already knew, and still know – the 

products do not    deliver what they say they do, often establishing a long term 

cycle of despair for both the parents and the child.   

The leading entomologists in the UK believe that 80% figure to be higher in 

2014, and at The Hairforce the parents we see are living testament to that – 

using products regularly but still remaining infested. 

This evidence is played out consistently in the press.  In Caroline Scott’s 

substantial article on head lice in the Daily Mail in September 2012 she made a 

very clear analysis of how parents – especially mum’s – are peddled false hope 

by Head Lice products under the guise of ‘expert’ advice.  It was a healthy break 
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from the usual hopeless narrative around head lice, because it gave further in-

depth explanation as to why this problem just simply won’t go away.  Scott 

wrote about Clara who has ‘tried every product on the market without success 

ranging, from tea-tree and herbal shampoos to some really nasty chemicals’.  At 

The Hairforce – Lice Assassins, we see this same experience repeated time after 

time amongst our substantial client base.  

One of the accusations levied at mums is that somewhere in every class there is 

a mum that doesn’t care about head lice, and because she doesn’t tackle it 

everyone else’s efforts are undermined.  What we see, and what Scott’s article 

verifies, is that mums try very hard to do something about head lice but the 

products they are using on the back of expert advice are letting them down.  If, 

as the article lays bare, products are often backed by poor evidence; deeply 

flawed research (the base sizes of much of the research are shockingly low); and 

more worryingly research - and therefore the ‘impartial’ experts behind that 

research - is funded by the drug companies themselves, you see an equivalent 

to a Ponzi scheme with concerned parents as the losers.  As Scott concludes ‘It’s 

an ideal market to sell expensive products that don’t quite work.’   

In our business we see the really unacceptable face of this when we clear heavy 

infestations.  The worst case we have ever seen is of a 6 year old girl whose very 

serious infestation had been tackled by her GP with repeated prescriptions of 

dimeticone over a long period of time.  What we found was a child whose hair 

was brittle, whose scalp was scarred, and most distressingly whose hair was 

simply coming away in places when you attempted to nit comb – and who was 

still riddled with head lice.  Repeated uses of dimeticone hadn’t solved anything 

and had literally siliconed the nits so firmly onto the hair that you couldn’t get 

all of them off.  You may feel criticism for the mother when you read this, but 

she made repeated trips to her GP for help and with his help put her faith in a 

product. 

The Hairforce was developed as a direct response to the 80% failure rate 

delivered by the products.  We believe that parents and children deserve an open 

and honest solution to the Head Lice issue, which supports rather than exploits 

them.   ‘We do exactly what we say on the tin’ and we back this with a 100% 

guarantee that we will shut it all down and end the infestation.  Our process is 

entirely chemical free so Head Lice are unable to become immune to our 
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process.  We use a clever combination of technology (we hoover the hair with a 

specialist lice hoover, and dehydrate the eggs with controlled heated air) and 

hand removal.  In just 2 appointments, 7 days apart – 2.5 hours of intense, 

forensic work - we remove everything, cutting off the development process.  In 

contrast a parent can be many weeks, often months, and sometimes years 

struggling to keep it under control themselves.  That invariably involves a lot of 

product – and at the price of the products, that can add up to a lot of money.  

People who use our service would say it is the best money they have ever spent 

after having lived with months or years trying to clear them.  We use unique 

controlled, heated air technology with the to dehydrate the nits in order to 

speed up the whole process, but we also do what Scott advocates in her Daily 

Mail article – we remove all the nits (the eggs), because at the heart of shutting 

down an infestation you need to get those nits out of the hair.  The products 

would have you believe that isn’t necessary because they want you to keep using 

them, time and time again. 

At the end of the day Hedrin Once have used the following line in their TV 

campaign for a reason - ‘Hedrin Once could kill head lice and their eggs’ – 

because the advertising regulators who caution against unsubstantiated 

promises would have made them. 

It is clear that the focus on product has been allowed to drive the policy and 

policy makers have not listened to both the research that repeatedly challenges 

their effectiveness, nor to the parents who are constantly fire-fighting this issue.   

But when products are so fundamentally ineffective and repeated applications 

simply add to the problem, allowing infestations to often take a hold and 

multiply substantially this means the problem is never really addressed.  

Because of this we would argue that the authorities need to step back from this 

product focus and say at the center of this issue are the children, their welfare, 

and their happiness, and there is a fundamental need for a truly effective 

approach to clearing and shutting down head lice infestations and to controlling 

the situation. 

2. We are fast  

If a child is identified as having Head Lice we need to see them twice, 7 days 

apart.  For an average infestation the first appointment is 1.5 hours at which we 
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clear everything out that is visible.  This means that child can go straight back to 

school and get on with their studies without being infectious to anyone else and 

the parent can get back to work. 

We would then see them a week later for a one hour appointment.  This second 

appointment deals with those eggs that are not visible at the first appointment 

because when Head Lice lay their eggs they are invisible sacks of liquid. After 

their second appointment everything has been extracted and the infestation 

totally shut down. 

Heavy and very heavy infestations require a third appointment.  At the first 

appointment two Lice Assassins would work on the hair together to extract the 

extra volume of both Head Lice and nits (the eggs). 

Alternatively with the products parents are working with 20% effectiveness rate 

and must then remove all the eggs to ensure further hatching does not occur.   

3. We can provide the role of Nit Nurse in Schools 

We provide schools with a professional Checking service where we can check 

specific classes or the whole school.  These are constructed to preserve the 

privacy of the children.  Each child receives exactly the same check regardless of 

whether we can identify Head Lice or not, ensuring that no one can work out 

who has it and who doesn’t.  Results are not communicated to anyone during 

the process.  At the end of the job we then hand over the results to a dedicated 

person who will then email those parents whose children are found to have Head 

Lice.  

This service removes the uncertainty of who may or may not have Head Lice and 

how it is identified, and then ensures the problem is tackled for that community. 

In addition we also conduct forensic Head Lice checks for other members of the 

family if they are unsure whether they have caught them or not, ensuring that 

the cycle of re-infestation is prevented.   

How we can work with the Welsh Government 

A petition of this nature has immense logic when you examine the situation – this is 

an infectious disease that can spread swiftly within the school environment, with 

significant repercussions for children and their parents.  The Petition is one pillar of 
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the support parents and children require.  They also need an effective way of 

shutting down the infestation and getting their child back into school.  The 

potential for failure at this stage needs to also be established.  We can provide this 

essential support. 

1. Providing a support service to those with Head Lice 

We can provide some very clear deliverables 

- We can clear head lice infestations guaranteeing 100% effectiveness 

- We can significantly shorten the time children are away from school and 

get them back in the classroom in a matter of hours without any risk to 

their classmates 

- We can check the whole family to identify who else has them and reduce 

the risk of re-infestation 

- We can deliver a service and approach that removes the stigma of Head 

Lice for individuals and within the community 

 

2. Checking service in Schools 

We can provide a supportive network of detection that enables the school 

system to professionally identify those in need 

- A discreet, privacy preserving checking service for all with a link to 

then clearing 

 

3. Expand to meet demand 

 

Our employment model is to create part time employment for women in the 

community, offering 15 to 18 hours a week paid work.  This fits with the 

demands of family life and brings women back into the job market.  This model 

would enable expansion through the school system as well as benefit the 

community with employment opportunities. 

 

4. Establishing the relationship and raising awareness in Schools 

 

We can work with the Welsh Assembly and the school system in establishing this 

solution to the Head Lice issue and in communicating it to the parents: 

Pack Page 135



 

- A launch road show for school staff, parents and school nurses  

- Educational pack and/or mobile phone app  

- School email communication pack for schools to parents  

- You Tube demonstration and education 

Natalie Nurse 

Lice Assassin 

The Hairforce – Lice Assassins 

www.thehairforce.co.uk  

029 2236 2013 and 07538 367 692 

 

Key sources for reference: 

1. Surveillance of insecticide resistance in head lice 14 Jun 2006; J D R Thomas BMJ 

2. The Times 14th June 2006’Head lice defeat the lotions & potions. How lice are 

becoming invincible’ 

3. Daily Mail, Caroline Scott 20th September 2011 ‘Head lice cures are money down 

the drain’ 

4. NYDA publication 27th September 2011 Ipsos MORI (2011) Capibus Survey. Head 

Lice Study. 08 July–14 July 2011 

5. Belfast Telegraph, Claire McNeilly 15th September 2011 ‘Parents missing 97,120 

days at work because of head lice’ 

These sources can be provided if requested. 
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P-04-601 Proposed Ban on the Use of E-Cigarettes in Public 

Places   

Petition wording 

We call upon the Welsh Government not to proceed with their proposed ban 

on the use of e-cigarettes in enclosed public spaces, substantially enclosed 

public places, and places of work in Wales. This proposal, if implemented, 

can only lead to fewer people using e-cigarettes and more people smoking 

cigarettes. 

Additional Information:  

Already 100,000 people in Wales are using e-cigarettes. These people are 

smoking fewer or no cigarettes; this should be a cause for celebration, not 

concern. A recent BBC poll found that 62% of the public opposed a ban on 

the use of e-cigarettes in public. In Spain where a ban on the use of e-

cigarettes in public was introduced, there was a 70% decline in the use of e-

cigarettes and a rise in the rate of smoking. We fear the same will happen in 

Wales if the Welsh Government implements their proposed ban. With a ban 

on the advertising and promotion of e-cigarettes soon to be introduced, 

following the passing of the Tobacco Products Directive, where are smokers 

to find out about e-cigarettes, particularly if they are banned in public 

places? Smokers need to see people using e-cigarettes in public, they need 

to be able to go up and speak to e-cigarette users so that they can find out 

further information and then hopefully make the switch to a safer 

alternative.  

Petitioner :  Simon Thurlow   

First considered by the Committee: 7 October 2014 

Number of Signatures:  1,196 electronic signatures 
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P-04-544 Ban the Shooting of Greenland White-fronted Geese 

Petition wording: 

 

We call on the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government to 

reverse their decision not to ban the shooting of an endangered species, the 

Greenland White-fronted goose, meaning that Wales remains the only 

country on the flight path of this endangered species where they can still be 

legally shot and killed. Scientific evidence has shown that the species is 

extremely vulnerable to hunting pressures. In their consultation report, the 

Welsh Government also admit that failure to take appropriate steps to reduce 

as far as possible Greenland White-fronted geese adult mortality could be 

seen as a failure to meet conservation obligations. Unlike Scotland, Ireland, 

Iceland and Greenland there is no current ban on the shooting and killing of 

this endangered bird in Wales. A voluntary ban is in place on part of the Dyfi 

estuary in Wales but there is evidence that the geese also use other areas 

away from the estuary in mid and North Wales where no voluntary 

agreements are in place.  

 

The population of these geese, as a whole, is declining and they have been 

of conservation concern since the late 1970s when sharp declines triggered 

protection from hunting on their wintering grounds. They receive heavy 

statutory protection. However, since the mid 1990s the population has again 

declined sharply. While WOS has acknowledged that long running voluntary 

bans on shooting are in place at some wetlands such as the Dyfi Estuary, it 

believes that nothing less than a statutory ban on shooting will ensure its 

protection. The society is concerned that any voluntary ban could be lifted at 

any time and that the current approach does not cover all the sites where 

this declining subspecies spends the winter. 

 

Petition raised by:  Aaron Davies 

 

Date Petition first considered by Committee: 29 April 2014 
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Number of signatures: 240 
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P-04-577 Reinstate Funding to the Real Opportunities Project 

 

Petition Wording 

We call on the National Assembly for Wales to urge the Welsh Government to 

reinstate funding to the Real Opportunities project previously funded by the 

European Social Fund in Wales, or some new similar project that has the 

same values as Real Opportunities.  The project is vital to helping 14-19 

year olds with a learning disability or autistic spectrum disorder to gain life 

skills and independence. 

 

Additional Information: 

The Real Opportunities project enables 14-19 year olds with a learning 

disability or Autism Spectrum Disorder to develop skills vital for their 

transition into a college education as well as enabling them to transition into 

the world of work and develop basic life skills vital to their independence.  

The project has helped over 1700 young adults with learning disabilities or 

Autism Spectrum Disorder and has helped train over 1000 peer mentors with 

the intention of increasing the levels of integration between mainstream 

school pupils and those in a special needs unit.  The values of this project 

are vital to these young people who at the start may have little or no 

awareness of personal hygiene etc and at the end are self aware of their 

personal hygiene and have completed Agored Cymru qualifications that they 

would otherwise be unable to do. 

 

Petition raised by:  Aled Davies 

 

Date Petition first considered by Committee: 15 July 2014 

 

Number of signatures: 25 – An associated e-petition collected 226 

signatures. 
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P-04-577 Reinstate Funding to the Real Opportunities Project – 

Correspondence from the Petitioner to the Committee, 20.11.14 

Hi Kayleigh 

Many thanks for the attached, and apologies that this reply is after your set 

deadline. Unfortunately I have been having issues with logging in to my email and 

EE have had issues with their mobile towers in the area which has prevented me 

sending emails on my phone. Thankfully after a long wait they have been able to fix 

it and I hope we are not too late to reply. 

Please can you thank the Petitions Committee for their kind words regarding our 

hard work in providing proposals to support young people with learning difficulties 

across Wales. 

We have extended 2 invitations to Jane Hutt to meet with us & discuss our proposal. 

We have also advised her that the Children's Commissioner for Wales's office have 

indicated they would be happy to comment on our proposal if she wishes to contact 

them. Keith Towler & his Policy Team have both visited our club recently and have 

asked to be kept in the loop with our progress. I trust she has received our invites 

but we have had no response? 

Jane's reply directing us to the Caerphilly Council switchboard is a little 

disappointing and in truth appears to suggest a lack of engagement. The Mix 

Committee, Peer Mentors & a high percentage of club members & families are 

already "plugged in" to the Real Opportunities additional funding process which we 

fully support. Consequently we are aware that whilst the project has been widely 

viewed as a success, the WEFO funding renewal process is complex and lengthy 

with no guarantees of success or timescales for implementation. Our concern in 

raising this petition was that if the project ceased without some additional resource 

contingency whilst new funding was sought then vulnerable families would suffer.  

Sadly that is exactly what has happened. The Real Opportunities Project closed in 

August 2014 with no additional interim support. Across Wales, many skilled staff 

who have built valuable relationships with learning disabled young people and their 

families, schools, colleges & employers have been made redundant. The families 

who had come to rely on this support are now suffering as a result of this service 

closure. With each passing day the return on the significant investment already 
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provided by WEFO in Wales is unravelling. This cannot be good value in social or 

financial terms. It is unacceptable to pin the responsibility for the support of our 

disabled friends and their families in Wales on the hope of a future European 

funding application.  

Our proposal is intended to share how our own experience of a learning disabled 

Youth Club environment brings together the benefits of Real Opportunities type 

transition support and the key principles of The Children Commissioners 2014 Full 

Lives Short Breaks Report. Our proposals are scale-able, sustainable and value for 

money. We believe this essential support can be provided for approximately the 

same cost as the Match funded element previously required to support the WEFO 

Real Opportunities programme. It is therefore not dependent on additional WEFO 

money or timescales.  

We are anxious not to duplicate resources and mindful of Jane's comments The Mix 

Committee have this week spoken with the Project leader of the Real Opportunities 

WEFO funding application. We have sent her copies of our proposals & again offered 

our full support if we can help in any way with the application process. We have 

clarified how our model builds on the existing work of the Real Opportunities 

project and   

• Provides the preferred Short Break opportunities identified by young disabled 

people themselves in the Children's Commissioners Full Lives Short Breaks Report 

• Delivers these Short Break opportunities at a fraction of the cost of 

residential support, allowing the majority of young people and their families to 

benefit before they reach "critical" or "substantial" need. 

• Provides a base for the delivery of transition focussed life skills & 

independence training through activities such as travel training, Agored 

certification, 1 page profiles, CV preparation and interview support. An environment 

preparing young people for independence, education and employment rather than 

dependency. 

• Restores the Peer Mentor programme allowing young people to develop their 

own social responsibilities through supporting their learning disabled friends at 

school, and into the wider community. 
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Additionally Tyler Payne, the other named Petitioner has been invited to present at 

the Senedd on 11thDecember 2014 as part of the Real Opportunities evaluation 

process. Tyler is 17 & has been a Peer Mentor with Real Opportunities for the past 3 

years. Tyler's brother Bradley is a participant in the Real Opportunities programme. 

He is autistic & has a learning delay and will also be presenting to explain how the 

project has influenced their family life. Bradley is a member of The Mix where Tyler 

& I are Peer Mentors. 

We would once again like to invite Jane, members of her team & indeed interested 

members of the Petitions Committee to meet with Tyler & Bradley on the 

11thDecember. We would welcome an opportunity to discuss how our petition 

proposals integrate with both the new WEFO application and the Full Lives Short 

Break recommendations whilst enabling Welsh local authorities to act now to 

support our learning disabled friends and their families. We are sure our proposals 

can be improved with engagement from Jane's team and welcome any further advice 

from members of the Petitions Committee & their colleagues. 

Warm Regards 

Aled 
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